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Worldview II
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful.
Worldview is a complicated topic and will require several letters, so be sure to keep them together for total reference.  We are now continuing with the second chapter.  The concept of the need for a control was introduced last time and we must always study any presentation to make sure that either it does not need a control or that the control is carefully given.  We also emphasized that:
Facts or information have no meaning unless interpreted by some framework of thought. 
Now we need to start discussing the various worldviews that people can have and how they influence our understanding of events.  Everyone has a world view but probably in most people it is not thoroughly conceptualized.  We all need to be consistent in our life style and so we must develop a consistent world view to help us deal with life.  
The following is from: http://pespmc1.vub.ac.be/WORLVIEW.html, which is a site with a lot more information than we need at this point but I think it is an excellent statement.

“What we need is a framework that ties everything together, that allows us to understand society, the world, and our place in it, and that could help us to make the critical decisions which will shape our future. It would synthesize the wisdom gathered in the different scientific disciplines, philosophies and religions. Rather than focusing on small sections of reality, it would provide us with a picture of the whole. In particular, it would help us to understand, and therefore cope with, complexity and change. Such a conceptual framework may be called a "world view".”
From the above we can see that the development of a world view is not simple.  Many people have spent their lives working on developing a unified field theory as a world view.  I just used the phrase unified field theory, which is used in physics and applied it to the development of a world view because I think it is appropriate.  We need a model of the world in terms of scientific disciplines, philosophies and religions that will allow us to understand our world environment and to react to it in an appropriate manner.  Such a view would unify many disciplines.  I believe that our understanding of God must be the fundamental concept in our world view that must affect all other aspects of our being.  We cannot be compartmental in our world view or it will not be consistent.  If we believe that there is no god then that concept must be basic in our thinking in the other areas.  If we believe that the God of the Bible is true then our understanding of Him must affect all other areas.  
I assume that everyone on this mailing list is a Christian.  Also we have already discussed in some detail the attributes of God so I will use those attributes as our fundamental understanding of God and we will now assume that such a concept forms the basis of our world view.  Remember also that we are not to be compartmental thinkers so all of our other understandings in our world view are to be linked with our understanding of God.  I believe my article on compartmentalization speaks clearly to how our knowledge of God must permeate all of our thinking: http://livingtheology.com/Compart.htm so I hope that you will have time to read it this week.
God tells us that we are to be transformed in the entirety of our being by having our mind renewed with the knowledge of God:
Rom 12:1 “I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.

Rom 12:2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.”

Seeking a consistent, integrated worldview is really our command from God in the above verses.  We are to be transformed by the renewing of our mind.  Our mind must be trained to understand all that we encounter with the wisdom that is developed by the Holy Spirit using our knowledge of the Bible as a lens through which we study our walk in the world.  The verse below illustrates how our correct thinking affects our desires:

Psalm 37:4 “Delight yourself in the Lord and he will give you the desires of your heart.”

As we delight ourselves more and more in the Lord then the desires of our heart change and when what we desire totally overlaps with the desire of the Lord for us then God will see that we receive those blessed desires.

This week please take time to focus on just a few Bible verses that affect your life and see to it that your delight for those items influences your desires in this world.  In this manner you will be working on a worldview that will influence all that you do and think.  Here are a couple of suggestions:
Psalm 1:1 “How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, Nor stand in the path of sinners, Nor sit in the seat of scoffers!

Psalm 1:2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord, And in His law he meditates day and night.

Psalm 1:3 And he will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water, Which yields its fruit in its season, And its leaf does not wither; And in whatever he does, he prospers.”

Psalm 42:1 “As the deer pants for the water brooks, So my soul pants for Thee, O God.”
